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13. 2 Curriculum Exception Request Application 
Early Learning Coalition of Seminole 

Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum 
 
Provider Name:              

Primary Contact:              

Provider Mailing Address:            

Physical Address, if different:             

Provider City, State, Zip:            

Telephone:        (Fax)       

E-mail Address:               

 
SECTION  I ɀ Required Components of the Curriculum Exception Request Application 
In order for the Quality Department of ELCoS to adequately assess your curriculum, your 
Application must include: 
 

1. A completed Curriculum Exception Request Application 
 

2. A copy of your daily routine and schedule for each age group.  The schedule should reflect 
teacher-directed time frames and child-initiated time frames.  Attach a description, if 
necessary, to explain how the schedule meets all requirements. 

 
3. A copy of the last four (4) weeks of lesson plans for each age group. 

 

4. Any additional information for consideration that may assist the Quality Department of 
ELCoS with its assessment of the curriculum described below. 

 
SECTION II ɀ Curriculum Description 
Curriculum used in any of the Seminole County School Readiness (SR) Programs must incorporate 
the following curriculum guidelines as outlined by the Coalition.  Please describe in detail the early 
education activities and/or instruction used to meet these curriculum components.  Your 
descriptions should be clear and include enough information so that your curriculum can be fairly 
assessed by the Quality Department of Coalition.  Please feel free to attach sheets to this Application 
to complete your answers, as needed. 

NOTE:  APPLICATIONS AND ATTACHED MATERIALS WILL NOT BE 
RETURNED 

 COMPLETE ATTACHMENT A, B AND C 

Curriculum Name:             
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Attachment A 

)ÎÆÁÎÔȟ 4ÏÄÄÌÅÒȟ 4×ÏȭÓ #ÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍ 

Self-Assessment Study 

2011/2012 

Please complete the following self assessment by checking the boxes in each section that you feel 

describe your present curriculum.  Each section corresponds to a domain in the performance standards 

which have been approved by the state.  Questions specifically relate to parts of a developmentally 

appropriate program.  Consider your responses to each indicator/box carefully as this self-assessment 

can offer suggestions for improvements to your curriculum.  

 Quality Indicators 

Physical Health 

 

Does your curriculum include teaching strategies that: 

Teaching strategies that 

Ǐ allow staff to observe characteristics of appropriate health and development (0-
36 mo.) 

Ǐ allow staff to observe characteristics of nutritional health (0-36 mo.) 
Ǐ allow staff to observe visual abilities that facilitate healthy growth and 

development (0-36 mo.) 
Ǐ allow staff to observe auditory abilities that facilitate healthy growth and 

development (0-36 mo.) 
Ǐ allow staff to observe characteristics of oral health (0-36 mo.) 
Ǐ allow staff to observe that basic physical needs are met (0-36 mo.) 
Ǐ encourage adult-child interaction (0-36 mo.) 
Ǐ provide basic health and safety routines (0-36 mo.) 

 

How does your curriculum address this domain?  Please describe:  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Approaches to 

Learning 

 

Does your curriculum include teaching strategies that: 

Ǐ encourage an awareness and interest in the environment (0-8 mo.) 
Ǐ encourage children to show interest in and excitement with familiar objects, 

people and events (0-8 mo.) 
Ǐ encourage children to pay attention briefly and try to reproduce interesting 

effects/events (0-8mo.) 
Ǐ encourage children to attend briefly and persist in repetitive tasks (8-18 mo.) 
Ǐ encourage children to attend for longer periods of time and persist at preferred 

activities (18-24 mo.) 
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Ǐ encourage children to approach and explore new experiences in familiar settings 
(8-36 mo) 

Ǐ encourage eagerness and curiosity as a learner (8-36 mo.) 
Ǐ allow children to spend more time engaging in child-initiated activities and seek 

or accept help encountering a problem (24-36 mo.) 
Ǐ encourage children to explore the environment with flexibility and purpose (24-

36 mo.) 
 

How does your curriculum address this domain?  Please describe:  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Social and 

Emotional 

 

Does your curriculum include teaching strategies that: 

Ǐ help children form and maintain secure relationships with others (0-36 mo.) 
Ǐ help children respond to the environment (0-36 mo.) 
Ǐ help children develop emotional regulation (0-36 mo.) 
Ǐ help children develop behavioral regulation (0-36 mo.) 
Ǐ help children develop social problem-solving (0-36 mo.) 
Ǐ help children form and maintain mutual relationships with others (0-36 mo.) 
Ǐ help children become aware to themselves as unique individuals while still 

connected to others (0-36 mo.) 
Ǐ help children demonstrate a sense of competence and confidence in their growing 

abilities (0-36 mo.) 
 

How does your curriculum address this domain?  Please describe:  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Language and 

Communication 

 

 

Does your curriculum include teaching strategies that: 

Ǐ encourage children to respond to frequently heard sounds and words (0-8 mo.)  
Ǐ help children show enjoyment of the sounds and rhythms of language (0-8 mo.) 
Ǐ help children develop eye-hand coordination and more intentional hand control 

(0-8 mo.) 
Ǐ allow children to watch activities of others and imitate sounds, facial expressions 

and actions (0-8 mo.) 
Ǐ help children develop the ability to use a variety of sounds and movements to 

communicate (0-8 mo.) 
Ǐ allow children to use tools to make scribbles (8-18 mo.) 
Ǐ allow children to repeat actions that symbolize meaningful ideas (8-18 mo.) 
Ǐ help children develop an increased understanding of gestures and words (8-18 

mo.) 
Ǐ help children build and use vocabulary through direct experiences and 
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involvement with pictures and books. (8-18 mo.) 
Ǐ help children use consistent sounds, gestures and some words to communicate (8-

18 mo.) 
Ǐ encourage children use a growing number of words and put words together (18-

24 mo.) 
Ǐ encourage children to make purposeful marks on paper (18-24 mo.) 
Ǐ encourage children to use beginning representation through play that imitates 

familiar routines (18-24 mo.) 
Ǐ encourage children to attend to and try to take part in conversations (18-24 mo.) 
Ǐ help children learn that pictures represent real objects, events and ideas (stories).  

(18-24 mo.) 
Ǐ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÍÏÔÉÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÄ ɉρψ-36 mo.) 
Ǐ help children gain meaning through listening (18-36 mo.) 
Ǐ help children speak clearly enough to be understood by most listeners. (24-36 

mo.) 
Ǐ encourage children to take part in conversations (24-36 mo.) 
Ǐ develop a growing interest in print and books (24-36 mo.) 
Ǐ encourage children to use scribbles and unconventional shapes to convey 

messages (24-36 mo.) 
Ǐ encourage children to use more complicated imitative play as symbolic thought 

processes and mental concepts or pictures are developed (24-36 mo.) 
 

How does your curriculum address this domain?  Please describe:  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

Cognitive 

Development & 

General 

Knowledge 

 

 

Does your curriculum include teaching strategies that: 

Ǐ help children respond in simple ways to people and objects (0-8 mo.) 
Ǐ encourage children to begin to make things happen (0-8 mo.) 
Ǐ allow children to establish primary relationships (0-8 mo.) 
Ǐ encourage children to initiate more events (8-18 mo.) 
Ǐ encourage children to initiate more events (8-18 mo.) 
Ǐ encourage children to establish more complex relationships (8-18 mo.) 
Ǐ help children respond in varies ways to people and objects (8-18 mo.) 
Ǐ help children develop more complex responses to people and objects (18-24 mo.) 
Ǐ encourage children to expand relationships (18-24 mo.) 
Ǐ encourage children to initiate more complex interactions (18-24 mo.) 
Ǐ help children demonstrate discriminating responses to people and objects (24-36 

mo.) 
Ǐ encourage children to engage in multiple productive relationships (24-36 mo.) 
Ǐ encourage children to initiate rich and varied events (24-36 mo.) 

 

How does your curriculum address this domain?  Please describe:  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

Motor 

Development 

 

Does your curriculum include teaching strategies that: 

Ǐ provide opportunities for gross motor activities to help develop balance, control 
and coordination (0-36 mo.) 

Ǐ provide opportunities for fine motor activities to help develop signs of strength, 
control and eye-hand coordination (0-36 mo.) 

Ǐ provide opportunities for participation in self-care (0-36 mo.) 
 

How does your curriculum address this domain?  Please describe:  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

 

After completing the self assessment, please maintain a copy at your site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~This space intentionally left blank~ 
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Attachment B 

Preschool Curriculum 

Self-Assessment Study 

 

Please complete the following self assessment by checking the boxes in each section that you feel 

describe your present curriculum.  Each section corresponds to a domain in the performance standards 

which have been approved by the state.  Questions specifically relate to parts of a developmentally 

appropriate program.  Consider your responses to each indicator/box carefully as this self-assessment 

can offer suggestions for improvements to your curriculum.  

 Quality Indicators 

Physical 

Health 

 

Does your curriculum include teaching strategies that: 

Ǐ allow staff to observe characteristics of good physical health that will facilitate 
learning 

Ǐ allow staff to help children develop an awareness of personal health       and 
fitness 

Ǐ allow staff to observe the visual and auditory skills of the children that will 
facilitate learning 

Ǐ allow staff to observe oral hygiene routines 
Ǐ help children be aware of the role of a health provider through dramatic play or 

literature 
Ǐ allow staff to observe children to see that their basic physical needs are met 
Ǐ help children follow basic health and safety rules 
Ǐ allow children to perform some self-care tasks independently 

 

How does your curriculum address this domain?  Please describe:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________ 

Approaches 

to Learning 

 

Does your curriculum include teaching strategies that: 

Ǐ encourage eagerness and curiosity 
Ǐ encourage children to demonstrate persistence when attempting tasks 
Ǐ encourage creativity and inventiveness 
Ǐ encourage planning and reflection by the children 

 

How does your curriculum address this domain?  Please describe:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________



 

13.2 Curriculum Exception Request Application 
Page 7 of 11 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Social and 

Emotional 

 

Does your curriculum include teaching strategies that: 

Ǐ help children develop self-confidence 
Ǐ help children develop independence and self-direction 
Ǐ help children develop self-control by following simple rules and routines  
Ǐ help children develop the ability to manage transitions 
Ǐ encourage children to use materials carefully 
Ǐ encourage positive interaction with others 
Ǐ encourage children to form friendships with peers 
Ǐ assist children in participating in group activities 
Ǐ help children respond appropriately to and form positive relationships with 

familiar adults 
Ǐ help children learn the skills of social problem solving 
Ǐ help children develop a positive self-concept 
Ǐ help children develop self-control  
Ǐ encourage positive interaction with others 
Ǐ help children develop the skills of social problem solving 

 

How does your curriculum address this domain?  Please describe:  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Language 

and 

Communicati

on 

 

 

Does your curriculum include teaching strategies that: 

Ǐ help children develop listening skills 
Ǐ help children develop the ability to use increasingly complex phrases and 

sentences 
Ǐ help children show an understanding of words and their meanings 
Ǐ help children develop an expanded vocabulary to describe objects, actions and 

events 
Ǐ help children use age-appropriate grammar in conversations 
Ǐ help children connect phrases and sentences to build ideas 
Ǐ help children use language to express needs and feelings, share experiences, 

predict  outcomes and resolve problems 
Ǐ encourage children to initiate, ask questions and respond to adults and peers  
Ǐ encourage children to use appropriate language and style for context 

 

How does your curriculum address this domain?  Please describe: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________ 

Emergent 

Literacy 

 

Does your curriculum include teaching strategies that: 

Ǐ help children show a motivation for reading 
Ǐ help children show age-appropriate phonological awareness 
Ǐ help children develop alphabetic knowledge 
Ǐ help children show an understanding of text read aloud 
Ǐ help children show motivation to engage in written expression          
Ǐ encourage children to use letter-like shapes, symbols and letters to convey 

meaning  
Ǐ develop age-appropriate ability to write letters 
Ǐ develop knowledge of structure of written composition 
Ǐ help children develop emergent reading skills, including phonological awareness, 

alphabetic knowledge and comprehension 
Ǐ help children develop emergent writing skills 

 

How does your curriculum address this domain?  Please describe:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Cognitive 

Development 

& General 

Knowledge 

 

Mathematical 

Thinking 

 

Does your curriculum include teaching strategies that: 

Ǐ help children to solve mathematical problems 
Ǐ help children develop the ability to sort objects into subgroups 
Ǐ help children recognize simple problems and duplicate them 
Ǐ allow children to gather and use information to ask and answer questions 
Ǐ help children develop beginning understandings of number and quantity 
Ǐ help children begin to recognize and describe the attributes of shapes 
Ǐ help children develop an understanding and use of positional words 
Ǐ develop seriation and comparison skills 
Ǐ allow children to develop measuring skills 

 

How does your curriculum address this domain?  Please describe:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Cognitive 

Development 

& General  

Knowledge 

 

Does your curriculum include teaching strategies that: 

Ǐ encourage children to observe and explore materials and natural phenomena 
Ǐ encourage children to use tools and equipment for their investigations 
Ǐ offer opportunities for children to make comparisons among objects 
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 Scientific 

Thinking 

 

How does your curriculum address this domain?  Please describe:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Cognitive 

Development 

& General 

Knowledge 

 

Social 

Studies 

 

Does your curriculum include teaching strategies that: 

Ǐ help children identify similarities and differences in personal and family 
characteristics 

Ǐ help children understand family needs, roles and relationships 
Ǐ help children understand the roles of community workers 
Ǐ help children understand how technology affects their lives 
Ǐ help children understand the importance of rules  
Ǐ help children realize what it means to be a leader 
Ǐ help children develop an awareness of their environment and where things 

belong 
 

How does your curriculum address this domain?  Please describe:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Cognitive 

Development 

& General 

Knowledge  

 

The Arts 

 

Does your curriculum include teaching strategies that: 

Ǐ provide opportunities for children to use a variety of art materials 
Ǐ allow children to participate in group music experiences  
Ǐ allow children to participate in creative movement, dance and drama 
Ǐ offer opportunities for children to respond to artistic creations or events 

 

How does your curriculum address this domain?  Please describe:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

Motor 

Development 

 

Does your curriculum include teaching strategies that: 

Ǐ provide opportunities for gross motor activities to help develop balance and 
coordination 

Ǐ provide opportunities to use strength and fine motor control to perform simple 
tasks 

Ǐ provide opportunities to develop eye-hand coordination 
Ǐ allow children to show beginning control of writing, drawing and art tools 

 

How does your curriculum address this domain?  Please describe:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

  

  

Cognitive 

Development 

& General 

Knowledge  

 

Does your curriculum include teaching strategies that: 

Ǐ help children develop skills for solving mathematical problems 
Ǐ help children develop the ability to observe patterns, relationships and functions 
Ǐ help children develop beginning understandings of number and quantity 
Ǐ help children begin to understand geometric concepts and spatial relationships 
Ǐ develop seriation, comparison and measuring skills 
Ǐ encourage children to develop inquiry skills, such as asking questions, using their 

senses making comparisons 
Ǐ help children identify similarities and differences in personal and family 

characteristics  
Ǐ help children understand family needs, roles and relationships in their family and 

in the community 
Ǐ help children begin to develop an understanding of citizenship and their 

government  
Ǐ help children develop an awareness of their environment and where things 

belong 
Ǐ provide opportunities for children to use a variety of art materials for expression 

and representation 
Ǐ offer opportunities for children to respond to artistic creations or events 

 

How does your curriculum address this domain?  Please describe:  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

 

After completing the self assessment, please keep a copy at your site. 

 

 

~This space intentionally left blank~ 
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Attachment C 

Self-Assessment Study 

Character Development Program 

2011/2012 

Please complete the following self assessment by checking the boxes that are included in your present 

curriculum. Each statement specifically relates to a component of a developmentally appropriate 

character education program.  Consider your responses to each indicator carefully as this tool can offer 

suggestions for improvements to your curriculum. 

 Quality Indicators 

Character 

Developme

nt 

 

 

 

Does your curriculum include teaching strategies that: 

Ǐ $ÅÆÉÎÅÓ ȰÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒȱ comprehensively to include thinking, feeling and behavior. 

Ǐ Focuses child attention on the basic language that expresses core concepts such as 
ȰÈÏÎÅÓÔÙȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÃÏÕÒÁÇÅȱ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÎËÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÔÏ ÅØÐÌÉÃÉÔ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÒÓȢ 

Ǐ Uses a comprehensive, intentional, proactive, and effective approach to character 
development. 

Ǐ Provides students with opportunities for moral action, a process for implementing 
civic values when making decisions. 

Ǐ Strives to foster students self motivation. 

Ǐ Engages the school staff as a learning and moral community that shares 
responsibility for character education and attempts to adhere to the same core 
values that guide the education of students. 

Ǐ Engages families and community members as partners in the character-building 
effort. 

Ǐ Foster positive peer recognition and encourage all members of the school 
community to exemplify and reward behavior consistent with the core values and 
ethical decision making. 

 
How does your program address these indicators?  Please describe:  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

After completing the self assessment, please keep a copy at your site. 

~This space intentionally left blank~ 


