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Registration is now open!  DECEMBER 2016 

 

The 13th Annual Early Childhood Conference online registration is now available 

at https://www.seminolestate.edu/early-childhood/spring-conference !! 
 

When: Friday, February 24, 2017 6:30-8:30pm (check-in at 5:45pm in G bldg. lobby) 

            Saturday, February 25, 2017 8am-12:30pm (check-in from 7-7:45am in C bldg. lobby) 
 

Where: Seminole State College Sanford/Lake Mary Campus 

               100 Weldon Blvd. Sanford, FL. 32773 
 

Registration: November 16, 2016-February 21, 2017 
 

Fees:   Registration fee is only: $35  

            Registration includes both Friday and Saturday sessions. 

            Registration fee for the first 35 currently enrolled Seminole State College students will be $15. 

            Last day to register will be February 21, 2015! 
 

CEU’s will be available for an additional cost through FLAEYC, more information will be available at the 

conference sign in tables. 

No on-site registration accepted (No reimbursements will be given) 
 

Our speakers include: 
 

 Richard Cohen –Early Childhood National Speaker, Author, and Professor 

 Hedda Sharapan –Celebrated her 50th year with Fred Rogers and his company. Beginning in 

production, she later focused on Professional Development, carrying his legacy forward for today's 

children as a    national speaker. 

 Jennifer Daniels – A signer & writer that works closely with “Pete the Cat” Author Eric Litwin and 

helps the Learning Groove music and movement curriculum. 

 

Also, Nature’s Table will be open Saturday morning from 7am-10:30am to make sure your coffee, drinks, and snacks are 
available for purchase! 

 
For more information visit www.seminolestate.edu/early-childhood/spring-conference  or contact Tanya Rose at roset@seminolestate.edu 

https://www.seminolestate.edu/early-childhood/spring-conference
http://www.seminolestate.edu/early-childhood/spring-conference
mailto:roset@seminolestate.edu
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Early Childhood Lessons on Diversity: Activity 

Ideas & Impact by Christine VanDonge 

https://www.noodle.com/articles/early-childhood-lessons-on-diversity-activity-ideas-

impact  

The increasing ethnic, cultural, language, class, and religious diversity in the United States requires early 

childhood teachers to provide diverse, multicultural lessons. Diversity, in its many forms, offers the potential to 

enrich teaching-learning experiences, to enhance personal and social interactions, and to enrich schools and 

communities through an offering of multiple perspectives. 

The Impact of Learning About Diversity at a Young Age 

Diversity can affect psychosocial development during early childhood by helping children create positive self-

images, form strong relationships with peers, and develop positive attitudes towards other children from both 

similar and different backgrounds. Teaching tolerance and acceptance in young people is essential to fostering 

their ability to believe that all groups of people are equally valuable. In addition, according to the research of 

V.O. Pang, promoting tolerance and acceptance leads to a fair and inclusive environment. 

Early childhood education settings should provide an environment that allows children to explore diversity 

through developmentally appropriate toys, books, music, and activities. Some ways educators may consider 

exploring diversity in their classroom settings include promoting activities that allow children to not only learn 

about diversity, but also to see its role in their own lives. Important areas educators may choose to focus on in 

their classrooms include class, race, culture, disabilities, family structures, and gender roles.  

Example activities may include having children identify how they are similar and different from peers in their 

classrooms — educators can have children describe their family structures, traditions and/or rituals within their 

homes, or roles of family members in their home.  

Some books that help educators facilitate these dialogues include:  

•We’re Different, We’re the Same by Bobbi Kates 

•For Every Child, a Better World by Louise Gikow 

•Love Is a Family by Roma Downey 

Diversity Curriculum: Fairness for All Individuals Through Respect 

One curriculum that educators use to explore diversity is called “Fairness for All Individuals through Respect” 

(FAIR), which was co-created by Dr. Toni Zimmerman, Dr. Jen Krafchick, and Dr. Jen Aberle. FAIR is an 

experiential, multicultural education program that addresses fairness in social interactions through five unique 

activities. The curriculum gives children an opportunity to explore their own thoughts, feelings, and behaviors 

toward and about people who are similar and different from themselves.  

A full description of each activity, as well as directions and a materials list, can be found on the 

https://www.noodle.com/articles/early-childhood-lessons-on-diversity-activity-ideas-impact or FAIR website. 

 

https://www.noodle.com/articles/early-childhood-lessons-on-diversity-activity-ideas-impact
https://www.noodle.com/articles/early-childhood-lessons-on-diversity-activity-ideas-impact
https://www.noodle.com/articles/early-childhood-lessons-on-diversity-activity-ideas-impact
http://www.fair.chhs.colostate.edu/
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The T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® Scholarship Program Wants to Help Make 

Your Professional Development Dreams Come True 

Would you like to continue your professional development in Early Care and Education? The T.E.A.C.H. Early 

Childhood® Scholarship Program is here to help! T.E.A.C.H. provides scholarships for teachers and directors to 

work towards earning a Bachelor degree or Associate degree in Early Childhood Education, a National Child 

Development Associate (CDA) Credential or Renewal, a Florida Staff Credential or Renewal, and a Director 

Credential or Renewal. Now is the time for you to consider going back to school, and we can help pay for it! 

T.E.A.C.H. links training, compensation, and commitment to improving the quality of early childhood care and 

education experiences for young children and their families. It is a three-way partnership for the sharing of 

expenses by the person receiving the scholarship, the sponsoring child care center or family child care home, 

and the T.E.A.C.H. scholarship program. 

Main Features Include: 

 Majority of the cost of tuition and books  

 A per-semester student access (for travel, internet access, etc.) 

 A tiered-bonus for degree-seeking scholars who complete their contract 

 Counseling and administrative support 

 A reimbursement to the Center or Family Child Care home for the paid release time provided to scholars 

In addition, we have made some exciting changes to our program which include: 

 Expanded scholarship models to help scholars meet their full professional potential:  

o Master’s Degree in ECE Leadership and Management (2017)  

o Step-Up Model for scholars who want/need only 3-6 credits within one semester  

o Bachelor Degree Internship to accommodate Florida Professional Teacher Certificate programs.  

 Increased Release Time Reimbursement to the Sponsor from $8.00 to $10.05/hour.  

 Increased Student Access Stipend for Scholars from $75.00 to $125.00 per semester.  

 Access to an Online Application Tool to make the process more efficient and convenient. 

 Access to an online, searchable Early Childhood Education Training Directory to help scholars 

determine their best professional development option within Florida. 

 Increased bonus amounts for most scholarship models.  

 Access to a tiered structure of compensation (i.e., Tier I: 9-12 credits and Tier II: 13 or more credits) 

to support scholars enrolled in more classes throughout their contract period in order to encourage and 

expedite completion rates.  

 

To learn more, please visit the T.E.A.C.H. Scholarship Program website at www.teach-fl.com, call us toll free 

at 1-877-FL-TEACH (1-877-358-3224) and find us on Facebook; we are listed as T.E.A.C.H. Florida 

Scholarship Program.  

 

http://teach-fl.com/
http://teach-fl.com/
https://login.thechildrensforum.com/teach/landing
https://regportal.flchild.com/degreedatabase
http://www.teach-fl.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TEACH-Florida-Scholarship-Program-144991892210738/
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News and Updates        
 

 

NEW HEALTH AND SAFETY INSPECTIONS TO BEGIN FOR CHILD 

CARE PROVIDERS 

  
Federal legislation that reauthorized the Child Care Development Fund includes new health and safety 

requirements for child care providers that receive CCDF funding. 

  

The State Board of Education has approved Rule 6M-4.620, Health and Safety Checklists and Inspections.  

This rule requires at least one Health and Safety inspection annually for all child care providers that offer 

the School Readiness program.   

This means if you are not currently a licensed provider that receives annual inspections, you will now be 

required to have an annual inspection if you contract with the ELC to provide School Readiness services.  

Health and Safety inspections of School Readiness providers will begin mid-November 2016. 

For more information on Health and Safety Checklists and Inspections go to: 

www.floridaearlylearning.com →Statewide Initiatives→Health and Safety.     

You will be able to view Rule 6M-4.620 Health and Safety Checklists and Inspections. Read the Health and 

Safety Checklists, Handbooks and Forms as well as view a pre- recorded Webinar and a PowerPoint on 

Health and Safety Guidance for Providers. 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  
 

 If anyone is interested in receiving their Early Childhood Professional Certificate (ECPC), 

Seminole State College will be having an information session on December 14, 2016 starting at 

6:30pm in Building J room 0055A at the Sanford/Lake Mary Campus.  For more information, 

please contact Jessica Richardson at 407-708-2413 or childdevelopment@seminolestate.edu  

 

 Just a reminder that The Florida Department of Education will present their 9th Annual Celebrate 

Literacy Week, Florida on January 23-27, 2017.  Additional information will be available on 

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/just-read-fl/celebrate-literacy-week 

 

 The next Provider meeting will be held on February 9, 2017 from 1:30-3pm at the Early Learning 

Coalition of Seminole office. 

 

 

 

http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/
mailto:childdevelopment@seminolestate.edu
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/just-read-fl/celebrate-literacy-week

