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Towns near Yellowstone fear 

impact of lost tourism  

season 
RED LODGE, Mont. (AP) — 

A gnawing uncertainty hung 
over the Yellowstone National 
Park gateway town of Gardiner 
this week following unprece-
dented flooding that shut down 
one of America’s most beloved 
natural attractions and swept 
away roads,bridges and homes. 

 
FDA authorizes 1st COVID-

19 shots for infants, 

preschoolers 
U.S. regulators on Friday au-

thorized the first COVID-19 
shots for infants and preschool-
ers, paving the way for vaccina-
tions to begin next week. The 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion's action follows its advisory 
panel’s unanimous recommen-
dation for the shots from Mod-
erna and Pfizer. 

 
Biden hosts climate meeting 

amid high gas price  

pressure 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Pres-

ident Joe Biden, who has re-
cently been focused on boosting 
oil production to reduce rising 
gasoline costs, turned his atten-
tion to climate change on Friday 
when he convened a virtual 
meeting of some of the world’s 
biggest economies. 

 
Larry Nassar loses last  

appeal in sexual assault 

scandal 
DETROIT (AP) — The Michi-

gan Supreme Court on Friday 
rejected a final appeal from 
sports doctor Larry Nassar, who 
was sentenced to decades in 
prison for sexually assaulting 
gymnasts, including Olympic 
medalists. 

 

Number retirement, games  

highlight the month of practice 

FOOTBALL MAKES SPRING  

APPEARANCE

See Sports, Page 8

Allegiant 

Faro 

Fastenal 

HCA Healthcare 

Invacare 

Lowes 

Lockheed Martin 

NextEra 

Tractor Supply 

Toro 

$117.32 

$30.75 

$48.86 

$174.18 

$1.24 

$174.09 

$400.94 

$71.54 

$188.93 

$75.43 

See People, Page 5

Seminole Smile sponsored by Oakport Dental
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Casselberry police ID 

murder-suicide victims

See CASSELBERRY,  Page 11  

By Rachel Graeser 
RGraeser@MySanfordHerald.com 

Herald Editor 
 
Casselberry police have confirmed the iden-

tities of three victims in the murder-suicide 
that occurred at the Carrington Park Apart-

Grand jury indicts Sanford  

man in April double-homicide
By Rachel Graeser 
rgraeser@MySanfordHerald.com 

Herald Editor 
 
A Grand Jury indicted a Sanford man this 

week on murder charges in a double homicide 
that occurred in April at the Overlook at Mon-

See HOMICIDES,  Page 11 

By Jenna Greaves 
JGreaves@MySanfordHerald.com 

Herald Correspondent  
 
Early Learning Coalition of 

Seminole has claimed the title of 
the first early learning center in 
Florida to partner with the lead-
ing global developer of educa-
tional content, MarcoPolo 
Learning. 

“Seminole wanted to be the 
first coalition to partner with us 
and the benefits will be that they 
will help us shape future itera-
tions of the platform and help us 
expand to more regions within 
Florida,” Justin Hsu, CEO and 
Founder of MarcoPolo Learning 
said.  

Photo contributed 

Justin Hsu, CEO / Founder of MarcoPolo Learning (left), Lori Butler, Direc-

tor of Quality Improvement, Early Learning Coalition of Seminole, Tonya 

Schadle, Director of Child Development, Early Learning Coalition of Semi-

nole, Kerri Alberts, Director of Program Compliance, Early Learning Coali-

tion of Seminole, Jennifer Grant, Chief Executive Officer, Early Learning 

Coalition of Seminole, and Rae Cao, VP of Strategic Partnerships. 

Early Learning Coalition of Seminole partners with 

MarcoPolo Learning to help early development

See COALITION, Page 6  

Special to the Herald 
 
Seminole County Fire Depart-

ment’s (SCFD) recruit class gradu-
ated Friday, June 17  from the 
8-week SCFD training academy 
and will be probationary firefight-
ers with the Department.  

The graduation ceremony took 
place at Millennium Middle 
School in Sanford. 

Former SCFD Deputy Chief Jeff 
Ward, who was one of the found-
ing members of SCFD’s Special 
Hazards & Operations Team 
(SHOT), spoke at the graduation 
ceremony. SHOT is celebrating its 
30th anniversary this year.  

Of the 30 graduates in this 
class: 

� 60% grew up in Seminole 
County and/or reside in Seminole 
County 

� 23% have former firefighter 
experience or volunteer firefighter 
experience 

� Many are first-generation 
firefighters in their family. Of the 
graduates, 16% have family in the 
fire service.

Sem. Co. Fire Department’s  

recruit class graduates

Photos contributed by Seminole County Fire Department

Seminole could activate Extreme 

Weather Plan for hot weekend
Special to the Herald 

 
Seminole County is expected to activate the 

Extreme Weather Plan as a part of the 

See PLAN,  Page 6 
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Early Learning Coalition of 
Seminole provides Seminole 
County children with School 
Readiness and Voluntary Pre-
kindergarten programs. 

CEO of ELC of Seminole, 
Jennifer Grant explained, 
“Children’s first years are criti-
cal to their development and 
lifelong achievement.” 

MarcoPolo Learning devel-
ops award winning digital edu-
cational resources and plat-
forms typically for children 
between the ages of three and 
seven.  

“By providing MarcoPolo’s 
high-quality digital content in 
child care centers and in 
homes, we can prepare young 
children to succeed in school 
and in life,” Grant said. 

As the demand for digital 
content for educators grows, 
MarcoPolo, ELC of Seminole, 
and the State of Florida, 
Division of Early Learning are 
taking action. 

With the new partnership, 
ELC of Seminole and their net-
work of over 200 childcare 
providers will have access to 
digital educational resources. 

Marco Polo provides servic-
es in English, Spanish, and 
modified videos. Their library 

consists of over 1,200 educa-
tional videos to assist with 
development and learning. The 
videos and resources all align 
with the classroom curriculum 
to ensure that students stay on 
track. 

MarcoPolo recently part-
nered with Charlotte 
Mecklenburg County in North 
Carolina as well. During a case 
study, teachers claimed to love 
the new technology. They were 
able to see a real difference in 
student’s engagement and 
knowledge. 

Some teachers said that the 
application even helped stu-
dents get back on track after the 
two year pandemic. Teachers in 
North Carolina noticed that 
students were behind on their 
social and emotional skills due 
to quarantine isolation and 
COVID-19.  

Luckily, MarcoPolo provides 
videos and activities to help 
teachers and parents alike cre-
ate conversations with their 
children about social and emo-
tional skills.  

The platform will not only 
help educators by providing 
them with guides, activities, 
and resources, but also families 
as MarcoPolo Learning has 
family engagement suggestions 
to extend the student’s learning 
beyond the classroom. 

“Recognizing parents as our 
children’s first teachers, we’re 
harnessing technology to 
strengthen the partnership 
between classroom and home 
learning,” Grant said. 

MarcoPolo’s technology con-
nects learning between both 
school and home so students 
can further their learning at 
home.  

With the MarcoPolo app, 

students can take their learning 
anywhere they go. Teachers can 
create their own personalized 
videos or create a playlist of 
featured videos for students to 
watch at home. Hsu explained 
that the added practice benefits 
student’s class scores by giving 
them access to curriculum that 
it safe for children to watch and 
on topic with what is taught in 
class. 

“From what I heard from 
Florida coalitions, there is a real 
desire to create those family 
connections. Our platform mar-
ries content and technology to 
help drive family engagement,” 
Hsu said. 

At home, parents can watch 
video playlists with their chil-
dren to extend the child’s learn-
ing and to keep up with what 
they are learning in the class-
room. Hsu explained that by 
letting the parents know what 
is being taught in class, it 
allows them to engage in con-
versations with their children at 
home about those same topics.  

Beyond educational videos, 
MarcoPolo offers a variety of 
literary and math games for 
children to enjoy while learn-
ing. MarcoPolo can also help to 
prepare students for the future 
by giving them digital experi-
ences. Many school exams in 
Florida are done digitally. By 
exposing children to technolo-
gy at an early age, it can make 
them more comfortable with 
taking online exams. 

“We’re excited to partner 
with the Early Learning 
Coalition of Seminole to lever-
age our content to support and 
enhance classroom instruction 
and to use technology to drive 
learning between school and 
home,” Hsu said.
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COUCH THEATER

by Demi Taveras 
 
"Irma Vep" (NR) -– Mira is a successful 

American movie star who gained most of 
her fame by acting in box office hits. After 
growing weary of blockbusters, Mira 
accepts the role of Irma Vep in a remake of 
the French silent film "Les Vampires," 
much to the dismay of her agent, Zelda. 
Mira travels to France to work under the 
outlandish director Rene Vidal, and as 
Mira works to develop her character, 
Irma's reality eerily starts to merge into 
Mira's until she is unable to discern which 
is which. This drama-thriller miniseries 
depicts the making of "Irma Vep" and the 
story of its lead actress (played by Alicia 
Vikander) attempting to come out of it 
with her sanity. (HBO Max) 

 
"Ms. Marvel" (TV-PG) -- Meet Kamala 

Khan (Iman Vellani), a 16-year-old high 
school student in Jersey City. She is artis-
tic, a gamer and, being an Avengers fan-
girl, even writes superhero fanfiction. But 
Kamala's prone to living in her own fan-
tasies more than she focuses on making a 
realistic plan for her approaching future. 
But then, Kamala finds a discarded family 
heirloom, a bracelet that activates cosmic 
powers within her, and she finally receives 
everything she's fantasized about: Kamala 
can become a superhero. But now that she 
has her powers, it remains up to Kamala 
to prove she can bring this dream to life 
and, eventually, save the world. Episode 1 
of this TV miniseries premieres June 8. 
(Disney+) 

 
"Hustle" (R) -- Another Adam Sandler 

movie hits Netflix, the same streaming 
platform that released recent Sandler films 
like "Uncut Gems" and "Hubie 
Halloween." In this sports film, we see 
Sandler more seriously as former 76ers 
basketball scout Stanley Sugarman, itching 
to work his way back into the NBA. On a 
trip to Spain, Stanley meets Bo Cruz, an 
undiscovered player with superstar talent. 
Stanley convinces Bo to leave his family 
and travel back to Philadelphia with him 
in order to train Bo up in time for the 
draft. Sure to encounter obstacles on the 
way, both Bo and Stanley must rely on 
their great love for the game to kick off 
their careers once again. A heart-warming 
story about how grit, discipline and bend-
ing the rules can serve as a game-changer. 
Premieres June 8. (Netflix) 

 
"Conversations with Friends" (TV-MA) -

- Based on the novel of the same name by 
Sally Rooney, this TV series adaptation 
from Hulu and the BBC follows the lives 
of two best friends, Frances and Bobbi, 
and a married couple, Nick and Melissa. 
The two pairs meet, and the lines between 
them all become blurred quite quickly. 
Frances connects well with Nick, while 
Bobbi ensues her own flirtation with 
Melissa. But Frances, having only been 
with Bobbi romantically, falls down the 
rabbit hole much quicker than Bobbi does 
and must deal with the consequences of 
her actions once she realizes she's in way 
too deep with Nick. Messy, romantic and 
dramatic; what else could you ask for? 
(Hulu) 

 
(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc. 

Disney+ 

Iman Vellani in "Ms. Marvel"

THE ARREST REPORT

Sounds like a fair fight 
 
Sanford police responded to the 2200 block of 

French Avenue on Wednesday where they met 
with a couple who were having an argument.  

The boyfriend told police the two were argu-
ing all day. He said he was trying to leave his 
girlfriend, but she kept following him. During 
the argument, he said, he slapped her across the 
face in an effort to get her to leave him alone. 
Following the slap, he said she kicked him in the 
groin, after which he pushed her to the ground. 
The fight ended with both getting up and walk-
ing away. The girlfriend confirmed the story, say-
ing she was slapped and then she kicked her 
boyfriend in the groin. After she was pushed to 
the ground, she said both got up and started 
walking. Both said they did not wish to press 
charges, however, police determined the 
boyfriend was the primary aggressor.  

Johnathan Roland, 21, of Sanford, was 
charged with domestic violence battery and 
taken to the Seminole County jail.  

 
What? It’s not like he was selling it 

 
Sanford police were called the Lake Monroe 

Apartments last Sunday after someone reported 
that two men were smoking marijuana near the 
car wash area.  

When police arrived and questioned one of 
the men in the car wash area one said he was 
washing other people’s cars because he was “the 
carwash man.” As the officer looked around the 
vehicle he immediately noticed a handgun in 
plain view as well as a cellophane bag with a 
white powdery substance.  

When questioned about this, the man said he 
was only washing the car and the vehicle did not 
belong to him. He also told police the firearm did 
not belong to him because he was a convicted 
felon and was not allowed to have a firearm. He 
also acknowledged the drugs inside the vehicle 
and said he “was washing the car, but its not like 
I’m outside selling it [drugs].” The man went on 
to tell police that the powder was MDMA and he 
was using it to line his blunt, which he had put 
out before officers arrived.  

Russell Bush, 20, of Sanford, was charged with 
possession of cocaine, possession of a firearm by 
a convicted felon, and drug equipment posses-
sion.  

Which 12 years was she thinking of? 
 
On Monday, two deputies parked near Dodd 

and Red Bug Lake roads around midnight were 
told by a passerby that a car was parked in the 
middle of the roadway in front of Red Bug Lake 
Elementary School.  

When the deputies approached the vehicle, 
they found an unresponsive woman in the dri-
ver’s seat, with the car still running. The deputies 
were eventually able to wake the woman and 
remove her from the car but, they noted, she was 
very uneasy on her feet and incoherent. When 
asked what day of the week it was, she said: 
“Friday.” When asked how many quarters were 
in a dollar, she said: “I don’t know, not that 
many.” When asked who the current president 
was, she said: “George Bush.” Because of her 
incredibly intoxicated state, the woman had to be 
cleared by hospital staff before she could go to 
jail.  

Betty Hoffman, 62, of Apopka, was charged 
with driving under the influence and resisting an 
officer without violence.  

 
He didn’t know their safe word 

 
Sanford police were called to a home on San 

Jacinto Circle last Saturday after a neighbor 
reported he saw his neighbors in a physical argu-
ment.  

When police made contact with the couple the 
man said around 3:15 a.m. he and his girlfriend 
were in an intense verbal argument. He said this 
escalated when his girlfriend hit him in his face. 
After this, he said he grabbed her arm and 
pushed her away. At that point, he said, he uti-
lized their “safe word” and they separated. 
When police interviewed the woman she relayed 
the same story and said they used their “safe 
word” to deescalate the situation. However, 
police noticed the woman’s shirt was ripped and 
she had scratches on her chest. They also inter-
viewed the caller, who said he witness the 
woman’s shirt being ripped. Despite both wish-
ing not to press charges, police cited the man as 
the primary aggressor because of the woman’s 
scratches and the neighbor’s statements.  

Ramis Amirov, 20, of Sanford, was charged 
with domestic violence battery.  

County’s Comprehensive 
Emergency Management 
Plan as temperatures are 
expected to get near 100 
degrees on Saturday.  This 
Plan is activated when the 
National Weather Service 
issues a Heat Advisory, 
which is expected tomor-
row, Saturday.  In Florida, a 
Heat Advisory is issued 
when the heat index is 
expected to rise above 108.   

As part of this plan, cool-
ing / relief centers are 
established at all County 
parks and libraries.  These 
facilities, as well as indoor 
malls and shopping plazas, 
can provide relief for per-

sons who do not have air 
conditioning at home, tem-
porary power outages, or 
similar.  Secondly, an emer-
gency relief shelter is 
placed on standby in the 
event of power outage, or 
loss of HVAC at a local 
assisted living facility, 
nursing home, and/or a 
senior congregate living 
facility. Critical safety 
information is provided to 
all tournaments in parks 
and sporting complexes in 
Seminole County, residents 
through the County’s alert-
ing system, and use of all 
social media platforms to 
provide safety 
information.      

Muscle cramps, heavy 
perspiration, lightheaded-
ness, weakness, and nausea 
can mean that heat exhaus-
tion and possible stroke is 

likely.  Children, seniors, 
and persons with special 
needs are most susceptible 
to heat.  

A victim of a heat related 
illness needs help immedi-
ately.  Even if this means 
that the victim must be 
subjected to extreme 
changes in temperature, the 
most important thing to 
remember is to cool the 
patient.  With proper care 
and speed of medical assis-
tance, persons can prevent 
the illness from becoming 
heat exhaustion or stroke. 

General safety practices 
can help: 1) hydrate regu-
larly with proper fluids, 2) 
use shade, 3) protect pets, 
4) take breaks when work-
ing outdoors, and 5) under-
stand the signs of heat 
exhaustion / stroke.

PLAN
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